Video game sexist, UW group claims
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A University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son student government organization
savs il has asked the UW administra-
tion to consider banming what il al
leges are sexist and racist video

from campus use.

Curt Pawlisch, & esman [or
the United Council of UW Sludent
Governments, said the lobbying
group also would seek the administra-
tion’s help in getting the Board of Re-
genls next monlh to consider approy-
ing a ban of such games on all UW
CAMPUSEs.

The group, which represenis siu-
dent governments at 11 of the UW's 13
four-year campuses, said a resolulion
il passed encouraging the ban was
prompted by the wide appeal and ex-
istence of video games on most of the
stale's campuses, and the emergence
of a new game called "Custer's He-
venge.”

The object of the game, Pawhlisch
saud, 1s to guide a male figure through

an obstacle course =0 that he can as
saull "a female Indian tied to a post

“We're concerned aboul games
which are offensive lo females and
munorities and don't want them on the
campuses.” Pawlhsch said.

He sald he knows of no UW cam-
pus thal has any of the offending
games as yel

The resolution said the video
game craze “has taken a decidedly
racist and sexisl direction” if it was
using “symbolism that is a blatant at-
tack on Nalive American women.”

American Multiple [ndustries, Los
Angeles, makers of the games, were
sued earlier this week in a California
circuil court by video game industry
glanl Atar Inc., on grounds thal the
X-raled cassettes can be used on
Alart home video egquipment.

In earlier stalements delending
Custer's Revenge, American Presi-
dent Sluarl Kesten was quoled as
saving the game was created for “the
benefil of adulls with open minds .
our object is to entertain.”



